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Certain tasks cannot 
be completed without 
support

VISITING Tula oblast was the first visit of M. 
Oreshkin to the region as the Head of the Fed-
eral Economic Department. The minister began 
working with the situation «on the ground» as 
soon as he arrived by visiting large enterprises, 
in particular Tulachermet PJSC and Tyazhpro-
marmatura JSC, discussed the development of 
chemical, metallurgical and other industries, the 
state and prospects of single-industry towns 
(in Tula oblast, this includes Aleksin, Efremov, 
Belyov, Suvorov and the Pervomaisky work set-
tlement), and the functioning of the Uzlovaya 
Special Economic Zone.

Within the walls of the metallurgical giant, a 
meeting was held on the issue of realizing the 
regions full industrial potential and developing 
the real sector of the economy of Tula oblast. 
The index of industrial production in 2016 for 
Tula, 112.6 %, was once again discussed to the 
excitement of residents, as it significantly ex-
ceeds the average Russian indicator. The main 
drivers of the regional economy are machine en-
gineering, the defense complex and chemistry.

«At the same time, we are paying great at-
tention to the development of other sectors, 
including the modernization of the agro-in-
dustrial complex and support for small and 
medium-sized businesses,» governor Alexey 
DYUMIN stated at the meeting. «But there are 
also tasks that the regions cannot solve with-
out federal support. That is why we are in close 
contact and look forward to furthering our coop-
eration with your ministry.»

Progress and problems

A NUMBER of successful practices were out-
lined at the meeting. In the field of import substi-
tution, the regional leader is rightly considered 
Tulamashzavod JSC, which specializes in the 
assembling of metalworking machines of do-
mestic production. However, as general direc-
tor of the enterprise Evgeny Dronov shared, 

for complete import sub-
stitution in the field of 
machine tool construc-
tion, state participation is 
required both at the deci-
sion-making level, and in 
matters of financial sup-
port. The machines pro-
duced by Tulamashzavod 
are already in demand all 
over the country.

When speaking about state support, the 
heads of enterprises acted not as petitioners, 
but as full partners, the work of whom provides 
high indicators resulting in improved social sta-
bility for the region and the country.

Shchekinoazot is one of Russia’s largest do-
mestic investors. In recent years (2005–2018), 
the volume of capital investments in the devel-
opment of existing production facilities and the 
creation of new facilities is set to reach USD 882 
million. Nine large projects have already been 
successfully implemented, and new production 
facilities have been created, and others are on 
the way as well. 

The launch of a combined methanol and am-
monia production facility is planned for Q2 2018. 

About 10 billion rubles has already invested in 
the project, with a total cost of 19 billion rubles. 
At present, on the 5-hectare site construction 
is already underway, which will be completed 
this year. In 2017, the installation of equipment 
will also be completed, and chemists will start 
the commissioning work. And reaching the de-
signed capacity of 450,000 tons of methanol 
and 135,000 tons of ammonia per year, Shchek-
inoazot can confidently take its place among 
Russia’s top methanol producers. The second 
project in the nearest perspective, or the pro-
duction of dimethyl ether 
of perfumery quality, is 
also being implemented 
as part of the import sub-
stitution program. This 
was discussed by Boris 
SOKOL, president of 
Shchekinoazot.

Taking into account the 
long-term experience of 
the company both on do-
mestic and global markets, experts formulated 
proposals that, in their opinion, will contribute 
to the development of Russia’s economy and 
industrial potential, and increase the investment 
appeal of the chemical complex and competi-
tiveness of domestic producers in this industry.

One of these is the preservation of state 
regulated gas prices for Russian processors. 
Moving away from the current practice will jeop-
ardize a number of investment projects, which 
will in turn negatively affect the development of 
chemical industry enterprises.

As part of state support for industrial en-
terprises, Shchekinoazot experts consider it 
necessary to provide subsidies for the acqui-
sition of highly efficient licenses and technol-
ogies. The enterprise successfully invests in 
fundamentally new technologies, and pre-es-
tablished practices show that the high costs 
of innovation in the industry are repaid by hun-
dreds of times.

A separate aspect of the proposals concerns 
the reduction of railway tariffs for the transpor-
tation of goods. As noted, over the past two 
to three years, the proportion of intra-Russian 
transportation costs alone in the cost of the 
company’s products for individual positions 
increased from 12 to 29 %, which affects the 
competitiveness of Russian industry, along with 
customs duties on the import and export of in-
dustrial chemical products, assuming that the 
first is higher than the second, of course.

In addition, B. Sokol spoke in favor of a sta-
ble and predictable tax landscape, and the ex-
tension of the moratorium on the introduction of 
new non-tax payments, as well as of the further 
reduction in the refinancing rate, which will pro-
vide greater access to credit resources.

«In general, despite all the difficulties we 
have to overcome, we have done a lot in the 
last 15 years, and have an equally serious in-
vestment program for the next 5 to 7 years,» the 
president of Shchekinoazot summed up.

Sustainability  
and predictability

AFTER REMARKING on the positive economic 
dynamics of Tula oblast, M. Oreshkin empha-
sized that the potential for further development 
has not been exhausted.

«We are entering a new cycle of economic 
growth: this year, we expect about 2 % GDP 
growth. For the current year, the task is to form 
a macroeconomic policy that will ensure the sta-
bility and predictability of conditions for compa-
nies. It is necessary to make it so everything de-
pends on the enterprise alone, its management 
team and how competently its processes are 
built,» said the minister.

The Head of the Ministry of Economic De-
velopment is convinced that today it is the re-
gional agenda that determines the direction of 
the country’s development, along with the mea-
sures taken by the economic department. He 
promised to take into account the proposals of 
the Tula enterprises.

«For the current year, the task is to form a 
macroeconomic policy that ensures the stability 
and predictability of conditions for companies,» 
noted the minister.

The creation of predictable conditions in 
the economy was also discussed at a meeting 
with Tula businessmen, which took place in 
the building of the regional business incubator. 
Entrepreneurs gave the Head of the economic 
department a whole list of specific issues and 
proposals which the minister promised to pro-
vide answers to in the near future.

Speaking on the economic successes of Tula 
oblast, Maxim Oreshkin also noted the high in-
vestment activity in our region. In addition, while 
speaking about large investments, he noted the 
growing role of medium and small businesses 
embeded into the chains of large enterprises.

Positive changes were noted in the conve-
nience of operations for small and medium busi-
nesses, such as the opening of the first multi-
service center for legal entities, and the simplifi-
cation of taxes and other reporting procedures. 
In these terms, Tula oblast is considered one of 
Russia’s leaders.

Investments are especially important for the 
development of mono-profile municipal enti-
ties, as discussed at the meeting in Aleksin. To 
attract them, there are special tax regimes es-
tablished in single-industry towns, and much 
work is being done to develop small and me-
dium businesses to increase the proportion of 
self-employed individuals.

The program of development for single-in-
dustry towns is supervised by the Ministry of 
Economic Development. Before the end of 
2018, in all 319 mono-profile municipalities 
in the country there are plans to create about 
250 thousand new jobs not connected with the 
city-forming enterprises, and by 2025 — 600 
thousand jobs.
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Tula experience 
for the Russian 
economy
The Minister of Economic Development of Russia Maxim ORESHKIN recently made 
a two-day working visit to Tula oblast. He visited a number of enterprises, listened 
directly to the questions of industrialists and entrepreneurs, and looked into the 
issues of a number of key industries of our region.


